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Amendments to the Claims: 

Listing Of Claims: 
1-20. (Cancelled). 

^ (Cur^ntly Amended) A method for detem^ining ,a«ng data for sen,ices in a 
communications network, comprising liie steps of: 

accessing data assoaated with a sen/ice or a subscriber 
m.. TT, I '"^^^ •° ^ "''"uted rating 

subscribr """" °" '^'^ -'-^ ' 

receiving resulting rating data from said distributed rating means- and 
determining a rating value for charging said subscriber based on said received 
rating data; 

Wherein said distributed rating means is operated by a service provider, content 
provider, or value added service provider; andy 

wherein said rating request is sent fK)m central rating means operated by a 
network ©pefatof. operator and , ^ ^ 

^^"'^^ ^"--'^-^ rnntnn L ^vider or valu. .hh.h ...... 

.and the operator maintain «nri mntr.. ..palate rinn^.inc 



22-23. (Cancelled). 



steriT" ~ ^""'^'"^ '° ^'^ »-P-n9 
the step Of detem,in,ng pre-,«ting data befo,« the step of sending saW rating request. 
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me..JTr'""^' ^^«™'^'"'«-"*ng,oc,a™21,fu*erconnprising 
the Step Of deten.,n,ng flna^^Bng ,3,3 bete the step Of Charging said account. 

26. (Previousiy Presented) The method according .o dain, 21, wherein saki 
rating va ue is determined based on said pre-rating data. dIsMbuted rating data from 
said distributed rating means, and final-rating data. 

27. (CunentiyAmended) A method for detem,inlng rating data for sen,ices in a 
communications networl<, comprising the steps of: 

receiving data associated with a sen,ice or subscriber i™m central rating means; 

^"^=='"9 «™ns rating data for said sen«oe or subscriber based on 
distributed raung data related to said service or subscriber and on said received data for 
transmission to said central rating means; 

Wherein said distributed rating data is accessed and detemiined by distributed 
rating means; 

Wherein said distributed rating means is operated by a sendee provider, content 

provider, or value added service provider; andj 

wherein said central rating means is operated by a network eperato^ operator; 

Wherein the service prnvider rnntnnt nrovid.r nr ...... ..... „„ . „ , 

and the operator maintain ^nd r^nfr.i separate rinmoin' 

28-30. (Cancelled). 

31 (Currently Amended) A distributed rating system for detem,ining rating 
data for pre-paid services in a communications network, comprising: 
central rating means including a computer apparatus adapted to: 
access service data associated with a service or subscriber; 
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send a rating request, including said accessed data, to a distributed rating 
means for distributed rating based on distributed rating data related to said 
service or subscriber; 

receive resulting rating data from said distributed rating means; and 
determine a rating value for charging a pre-paid account of said subscriber 
based on said received rating dater data: 

wherein said distrlhntPd rating r...nc ic . ^^..^ed bv . ..n.^ ^r...... 

content provider, or valu e added saivice provider; 

wherein said central rating me.n.. i. . p^r.^. ^ bv a npfwr^ri. . p...w 
wherein the service provider nnnt.n. ^rp^ig^, .^^ 
provider and the operator maintain and rr^ntmi c^ parate rinm«ir,c 

32. (Previously Presented) The distributed rating system according to claim 31 
wherein said system Is a mobile communications system. 

33. (Previously Presented) The distributed rating system according to claim 31 
wherein said system is an IN/CAMEL system. 

34. (Cancelled). 

35. (Previously Presented) The distributed rating system according to claim 31 
wherein said sen/lce Is an electronic commerce/payment service. 

36. (Previously Presented) The distributed rating system according to claim 31 
wherein said resulting rating data is cost per time unit or data volume, per event per 
content, a set of tariff data Including cost, duration/volume, time/volume Interval, or a 
specific scaling factor. 

37. (Cancelled). 
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